Remarks 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the above- 
mentioned Official Action in view of the following remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-17 remain pending in the application, with Claims 1,14 and 17 
being independent. 

Applicant notes with appreciation the indication that Claims 5, 6, 7/5-6, 
8/5-6, 9/7/5-6, 10/5-6, 1 1/7/5-6, 12/8/5-6, 13/9/7/5-6, 15 and 16 recite allowable subject 
matter. These claims were objected to for being dependent upon rejected base claims. 
However, these claims will not be rewritten in independent form at this time because their 
respective independent claims are believed to be allowable for the reasons discussed 
below. 

Claims 1-4, 7/1-4 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being 
anticipated by Japanese Patent Laid-Open Application No. 2001-100873 (Ktoshmo). 
Claims 8/1-4, 9/7/1-4, 10/1-4, 1 1/7/1-4, 12/8/1-4 and 13/9/7/1-4 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Hoshino in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,929,672 
( Mitani ). Claim 14 was rejected under § 103 as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
5,784,080 f Nitta et al. ) in view of Hoshino . 

Without conceding the propriety of these rejections, Applicant will file a 
sworn English translation of Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-238378. This will 
establish an effective filing date of August 7, 2000, for the claimed subject matter. This 
effective filing date is earlier than the April 13, 2001 publication date of Hoshino . 
Therefore, Hoshino will no longer qualify as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and the § 102 
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rejection is deemed moot. In addition, the § 103 rejections are also deemed moot because 
they rely on the teachings of Hoshino . 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the present 
invention is patentably defined by Claims 1-17 and that the present application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration, withdrawal of the objection and 
rejections set forth in the above-noted Office Action, and an early Notice of Allowance are 
requested. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our below-listed address. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 33,628 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



MAW\tnt 

DC MAIN 131240 V 1 



